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Rum ye vo and fro throucl the streets ot Jerussiem, and see now, and know, 
and sex im the broad places thereot, if ye can find a man, ii there be arty 
that oxeeuteth judgment, tha: sceket the truth. - - + - Jeremiah, v. I. 
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NEW ENGLAND CLERGY. 

[TWO Letters written by Icnatrus Tnomson, and — 
printed in the papers some time since, will serve 
to show the designs of the Clergy in New England. 
Mr. Thomson was once connected with this body of 
ministers, by which means he became acquainted with 
their views; and a sense of duty, he has stated, induced 
him to address these letters to the public. We have 
been particularly requested to insert these two letters; 
but their length, wich the communication that follows, 
would occupy too large a portion of our pages, and we 
shall, therefore, omit such parts as appear unimportant. 
The first letter is thus introduced: | 








“ Dear Sir—The following communication has rested 
on my mind for years. Between a consciousness of the 
effect it would have on me personally, by reason of the 
great clerical influence, in this part of the country, with 
whom I stood connected, and my_.sense of duty to the 
community, I have, til now, refrained from speaking 
of it, except to some of my friends.—The designs of 
the Congregational clergy have become so alarming to. 
the freedom of religious inquiry, and the liberties of 
our country, (for they are intimately connected) I can- 
not feel excused to remain in silence.” 

He then proceeds to state, that about the year 1799 
he heard much said respecting Mr Jefferson’s infide- 
lity. Wishing to be informed on the subject, he called 
on an acquaintance of his, who was a member of Con- 
gress, and made known his business He told him he 
considered Mr. Jefferson as the greatest literary cha 
racter in America, and a man of correct morals: buf 
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‘attempted to show him the importance of having a 
President from the eastern states, who would consult 
their interests, and defend ¢heir rights.’ 

** After he had closed these observations,” says Mr. 
Thomson, “ he addressed himself to me in sentiments 
like these, as near as 1 can recollect; ‘ I am surprized 
you have joined that party ; you are acting against your 
own interest. It is undersiood among the [offosite 
frarty,| if they should succeed so far as to have a ce- 
cided majority in the states, the clergy are to be remem- 
dered. We have conversed on the subject, but have 
not, as yet, determined whether it would be best to 
have them draw their salaries from the public chest, at 
the head of government, or have provision made for 
them to draw from a deposit in each state. This, how- 
ever, will be fixed in season. You will then be able to 
support some dignity of character. You will not be 
troubled with the whims and complaints of many in 
your parish.—This is generally understood among the 
clergy.’ “I replied, that I was afraid of such an esta- 
blishment: that the persecuting scenes of past ages 
would return. He observed that we were too enlight- 
ened. 

‘“‘ Since that time I have observed the conduct of the 
clergy, and could readily understand their motives. I 
could clearly understand Dr. E. in his history oi Jeru- 
salem, and Dr. M.in his elegy over the French priests, 
~The prophetic fate of Bibles and Meeting-houses, 
depending on the presidential election, sprang from 
the same source. This led the clergy to enter into a 

dloser connection. Where there were no state con- 
nections furmed, they were immediately attended to. 
‘These conventions meet once a year in each of the states 
east of the Delaware, and each convention chooses twe 
delegates to represent them in each of the states. They 
have formed a creed, which they have mutually pledg- 
ed themselves to support. They have concerted their 
Magazines, their Missionary Labours, their Tract So- 
cieties, &c. to establish this creed in the minds of the 
serious part of the community. They have established 
. TuneresicaLt CoLtues in Massachusetts, deveted fo 
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the same object. They have gone so far in this state, 
[Vermont] and, as far as I know, it is the same in other 
states, as to choose a standing committce to gran: 
bicense or liberty to clergymen, who come into thts 
state, to preach in their churches. They have agreec 
to have no fellowship with a clergyman who wiil not 
procure such a license, and have warned the churches 
against hearing any one, however well he may come 
recommended, unless he produces sucha license. They 
have exhorted the churches to excommunicate as here- 
tics all those who will not assent to their creed, and 
there are in a large proportion of the towns, [ or town- 
ships] among us, those who are excommunicated on 
this frrincifile. 

“It is the devotion of my heart that this design, 
like the hypocrite’s hope, will eventually prove no- 
thing more than a spider’s web Though I am one of 
those victims whom their policy has given over to feel 
the effect of their anathemas, I still entertain a hope 
that the civil policy of our country will never compel 
me to apply to a Creed-maker to manufacture a set of 
articles of faith between me and my Redeemer. 

“ IGNATIUS THOMSON.” 


{We shall give Mr. Thomson’s second letter nearly 
entire. | 


* Dear Sir,—TI feel it a duty to communicate to the 
public, through the medium of the Herald, a subject 
which is of some interest to the friends of civil and 
religious freedom. 

* In the spring of the year 1807 or 1808 I attended an 
association of the Congregational clergy, at Thetford, 
in this state. After the members had generally cen- 
vened, a Mr. Fuller, minister of Vershire, observed to 
Dr. Burton, ‘ Well, you did not succeed in getting 
Mr. Fowler in a member of the corporation of Bur- 
lington’ [This college is patronized by the state, and 
is known by the name of the University of Vermont.] 
‘ No,’ replied the doctor. ‘ Well, what must be done 
next,’ said Mr. Fuller. The doctor affected to be at a 
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toss for an answer. Mr. Wooster, another member of 
the corporation, replied with some feeling. ‘ We must 
withdraw our support from that College, and turn it 
to Middlebury,’ [another college in the state, under 
the patronage of individuals | The doctor then began, 
‘We must turn our influence to Middlebury, and I 
think we can easily run down the University When 
the corporation are convinced that they cannot support 
the reputation of the college, without the Calvinistie 
influence, they will be willing to give up Dector San- 
ders, [the president] then we ean manage that col- 
lege as we please. It will be of great importance to 
have it under the Calvinistic influence. 70 do this, 
we must crr DOWN the college and Loctor Sanders. 
We must make the freofile believe that the reason why 
the colleve does not flourish, is because Dr. Sanders is 
so unfiofular. ‘The Calvinistic sentiments never will 
prevail till the colleges are under ourinfluence Young 
men, when they go to college, generally, have not 
formed their religious sentiments. We ought to have 
a president and instructoss who have the address to 
unstill the Calvinistic sentiments without the students 
deing sensible of it. Then, nine out of ten, when they 
leave the college will support the Calvinistic doctrine. 
‘They will go out into the world. and will have their in- 
fluenceinsociety In this way we can get a better sup- 
port without any law than we have ever had with. And 
besides, when all our colleges are under our influence, 
it will establish our sentiments and influence, so that 
we can manage the civil government as we filease’ 

“ He then began to name the colleges, and found them 
all under the Calvinistic influence, this side the Dela- 
ware, (a river peculiarly distinguished in certain men’s 
calculations) *‘ Except Brown University, Harvard 
University, and the University of Vermont. Brown 
University may be considered as much for us as against 
us. We have a Divinity College at Andover, which 
has a great influence over Harvard College, and we 
think it will soon bring it over to our interest ; and we 
must exert ourselves to obtain this.” These are the 
sentiments, and as nearly the words as I can recollect: 
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In the year 1809 I was chosen a member ef the 
general assembly of this state. I then felt it a duty to 
prevent the designs of the clergy, if possible. Accor- 
dingly, 1 brought in a bill to amend the act of establish- 
ing the University of Verment at Burlington. The 
principal object was to take the right of filling vacan- 
cies in the corporation into the hands of the legislature, 
by a joint ballot of both houses. This I considered 
would always make the colleges popular, notwithstand- 
ing clerical designs. ‘The cry of an unpopular presi- 
dent has been continually sounded; and, from some 
unexpected movement, a majority of the corporation 
have so far been charmed with the clerical song of an 
unpopular president, that they have proposed to meet 
at Montpelier during the session of the legislature, and 
take into consideration the expediency of removing Dr. 
Sanders from the presidency. 

‘T understand the malecontents have their eye fixed 
on a Dr. Blanchford, of Lansingburgh, (N Y.) as one 
who is capable of instiiling Calvinistic sentiments, 
without the students being sensible ofit. = 

** ‘I'he heart is deceitful above ail things, and despe- 


vately wicked; who can know it? 


IGNATIUS THOMSON.” 
** Pamfret, (Ver.) Sep. 27, 1813.” 


For The Reformer. 


Messrs. Editorse—The following lines were written in conse- 
quence of reading Mr. Thomson’s letters, the address of Lyman 
Beecher, and other publications of the like nature, and it was 
designed to have published them some time since ; but particu- 
lar sircumstances prevented. As the same plans are stil! going 
on, should you think them worthy of a place in your valuable 
work, you will please to insert them; although 1 should like to 
see the subject handled by an abler pen. ! 

4 view of the designs of the Congregational Clergy of 
New England, from their own publications. 


Much has been said in years that are past, of the 
designs of the Presbyterian or Congregational Clergy 
of New England ; that they had formed a combination 
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to destroy our civil and religious liberties, and to ge: 
their order established by law throughout the United 
States. And although they denied the charge, yet, 
whoever will candidly read Mr. Thomson’s first letter, 
which he addresses to the public, will be constrained 
to believe that this was the fact, and that they had got 
their plans so far matured, in the latter part of Mr. 
Adams’ administration, as to be wrought up to the 
highest expectation of seeing their beloved system 
soon go into operation; when they would be able to 
settle down on their lees, drawing their salaries from 
the fiublic chest at Washington, or from a-defosit in 
each state, and have all denominations taxed to sup- 
port their aggrandizement.* But we soon see them 


* Note by the Editors.—It is, perhaps, not generally known in 
these parts, that in most of the New England states, the laws so 
thr favour the clergy, that all who do not belong to some parti- 
eular society, have to pay, in proportion to their property, to 
support the minister of the parish, whether they attend his 
preachin or not. And if a person own landed property in the 
parish, and resides out of it, of whatever religious denomina- 
tion he may be, his property is assessed to pay the minister, and 
also to defray the expense of building a house of worship, &c. 
in case one is erected; and unless it be paid, so much of his 
Yand will be sold as to satisfy the demand. 

The same laws existed in Connecticut until withim about two 
years. It was customary, moreover, for the clergy throughout 
this state, at the time of the general election, to repair to the 
seat of government, accompanied by two of the principal men 
of their parish, where they were sumptuously entertained at 
some respectable tavern or hotel, and the bill of the landlord 
was paid out of the state treasury. On hese occasions, also, 
there was a grand military parade, and the clergy were con- 
ducted, under an escort of infantry, light dragoons and bands 
of music, to a meeting-house, where a discourse was delivered 
suited to the occasion. After being pampered in this way, for 
a length of time, by the state government, it is no wonder they 
should seek to have ‘heir privileges extended: but grasping 
after too much, like the dog with the piece of meat in his mouth, 
they lost the whole. For the people getting their eyes a little 
open to see their designs, numbers among them, and all those 
of every other religious persuasion, united in their exertions, 
and by their votes, about two years since displaced the party 


_ had so long bore rule in the state and favoured the priest- 
100d. 7 
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all abashed, and struck with the greatest consternation 
at the progress of Republican principles, and the talk 
of having Thomas Jefferson for President. They had 
learned from his Nores on Virornta, that he under- 
stood and vindicated the principles of religious, as well 
as civil liberty, on grounds that could not be contro- 
verted, and they well knew if he obtained the Presi- 
dency their expectations would be like the hypocrite’s 
hope This drew forth all their malice, and thundering 
anathemas against him—We immediately hear them 
proclaiming Thomas Jefferson a deist, an atheist, an 
enemy to all religion, and that if he-was elected to be 
President, our Bibles and religion would be destroyed ! 
These declarations were made in the Pulpit and by the 
way; and we appeal to every candid man, whether 
they could have been sincere in these bitter, and as 
experience has since proved, /fudlacious accusations 
against him. Some very powerful cause, itis apparent, 
must have excited them to make such uncommon efforts 
at this period, to prejudice the public mind against 
him ; and is not the real cause stated abeve? 

A number of the Presbyterian clergy are men of 
talents, and possess a large share of perseverance in 
whatever plans they set on foot: as soon, therefore, as 
Mr. Jefferson came to the Chair of State, and they 
found their expectations blown away, and despaired of 
help from that quarter, we see them laying other plans 
to effect the same object. And by reading Mr. Thom- 


It is very natural for these ministers to wish to be patronized 
by the general government, as they have been by that of their 
own particular state. In England, the members of every reli- 
gious denomination are required to pay to the clergy of the esta- 
blished Church, and no other ministers are allowed to marry. 
There appears to be a similar law in Canada. The following is 
taken from a late paper.—** At the last Court of Assize at Corn- 
wall, (Upper Canada) Joseph Lawler, local Methodist preacher 
of Matiida, was convicted of having solemnized marriage. This 
act not being legal in a Methodist preacher in that province, he - 
was sentenced to fourteen years banishment, and to leave the 
province within seven duye after his sentence.” The Editor re- 
marks : ‘* May this wholesome example be universally foilowed 
for the sake of the good erder of his Majesty’s liege subjecte.”” 
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son’s second letter, and Mr. beecher’s address, we find’. 
eut this pian also.. Here we find a -ev. Ur Burion, 
when shut up in an Associauon at Thetford, declaring 
that “the Calvinistic sentiments never will prevail till 
the colleges are under our influence. Young men, 
when they go to college, generally, have not formed 
their religious sentiments We ought to have a pre- 
sident and instructors who have the address to instil 
the Calvinisic sentiments without the students being 
sensible of it. VYben, nine out of ten, when they leave 
the college will support the Calvinistic doctrine. They 
will go out into the world, and will have their influ- 
ence ii society. And when once all our colleges are 
under our influence, it will establish our sentiments and 
influence, so that we can manage the civil government 
as we filease.” ‘This is plain English.—-Thus we see 
they were pursuing the same object, but under a dif- 
ferent cloak. 

Shouid any one think Mr. Thomson has stated things 
too strongly, they are requested to read a sermon 
preached by the Rev. Dr. Lyman of Hatfield (Mass.) 
Nov. 4th, 1804, being the day preceding the choice of 
Kiectors for President and Vice President of the Uni- 
ted States. Here a combination of Church and State 
is fully and laboriously contended for. He says, “ The 
civil, no less than the ecclesiastical powers among the 
nations, are to stand by the,Lord of the whole earth; 
and they must uzite and comdine their labours, aid 
be fellow-helpers for the good and happiness of the 
church.”? He further says. “ Those who would dis- - 
solve the connection between civil rulers aid religious 
teachers, and destroy the influence which they have in 
that connection, are putting asunder what God has 
joined. God has joined together Moses and Aaron, 
Zerubbabel and Joshua, christian rulers and christian 
teachers: and he never had a church at peace and in 
prosperity, where leaders in civil life and teachers of 
religion did not, in some good degree, unite their 
counsels and operations” Again: “ The church can- 
not be at rest and in peace unless civil magistrates be- 
come the nursing fathers of the church.” This is strong 
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language, and not easily misunderstood*. Now as this . 
sermon was preached about the time Mr. Thomson 
says the subject was planning in conclave, will any 
pretend he has not stated things fairly and correctly ? 

Thus it appears, the Clergy being now convinced 
they could not bring their plans into operation, until 
they produced a radical change in the minds of the 
people; to effect this, they determined to get the Col- 
leges all under their control, that they might appoint 
presidents and instructors, who would instill their sen- 
timents without the students being sensible of it. They 
have, moreover, established Theological seminaries, 
where the art or science of Divinity is to be taught ex- 
clusively, that those who have been through the other 
Colleges, and can be persuaded to enter the ministry, 
may be more fully instructed and initiated into the 
mystery of their religious combination ; and thus qua- 
lify and send forth a sufficient number, to supply the 
United States with one minister for every thousand 
souls, and in this way root ow? all other denominations 
and establish their own onthe ruins. In order for this, 
it was necessary to know how many of these “ sons of 
the prophets” were wanting. Two young men were 
therefore selected, by the names of Samuel J. Mills 
and John T. Schermerhorn, and sent out in 1812, on 
a pretended Missionary tour through the western and 
southern parts of the United States, to ascertain in 
detail the strength of their own denomination, and to 
obtain such other religious information as opportunity 
should permit. From their report, (a part of which 
may be found in the Connecticut Evangelical Maga- 
zine, No. 67, page 270) and other documents, Lyman 


* Note by the Editors—To reply to these remarks we need 
only pon to the condition of Old Spain, some time since, and 
otlier European kingdoms, where temporal rulers and teachers 
of religion have combined their counsels and operations for the 
good and happiness of the church. An instance ca>not be 
prciuced sinee the first promulgation of the g spel, where @. 
unios of Church and State has not proved a curse tise. i ofa 
bessing tothe Kinedom of Christ, and caused the sheddiog of 
the blood of the saints. 


. | 40 
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Beecher in his address makes out a deficiency of 5006 
veligious instructors, which are wanting to carry into 
effect his “ extensive combination of institutions, reli- 
gious, civil, and literary, which never exist without 
the co-operation of an educated Ministry.” This to be 
sure, was a very great deficiency ; and as they could 
not persuade a sufficient nimber of those that receive 
a collegiate education on their own expense, to embark 
in their cause, they determined to search out indigent 
young men, who would be at their control, and when 
properly educated assist in the furtherance of their 
views. And although it would cost a very great sum 
t support and educate such a number, yet it seems 
they meant to increase their exertions accordingly. In 
the next place, how shall this money be obtained? To 
raise it by taxation will not do, under the present poli- 
tical state of the nation; and therefore the wheels must 
be set in motion, to draw it by voluntary contributions 
from the hard earnings of the people, by establishing 
Charitable Societies, Cent Societies, Mite Societies, 
and Female Charitable Associations, &c. &c. that *¢ will 
ull unife the streams of their charity into one river, 
which,” says Mr. Beecher, “ without ceasing, shall 
xefresh our thirsty Jand.” 

Mr. Beecher, in his great zeal to promote this cause, 
and excite the sympathetic feelings of the people, after 
roing over the different sections of the nation, to ascer- 
tain in detail our situation, thus declares, “ Such, then; 
is the state of our nation; more deplorably destitute 
of religious instruction than any other christian nation 
under heaven!!”’ Considering that Mr. B. has classed 
Spain among the christian nations, this assertion seems 
quite extraordinary. What was the situation of Spain 
at this time in respect to religion? Why, the Roman 
Catholic was the religion of the state; the Porr the 
head of the church; and the common people prohi- 
bited the use of the Bible by a royal proclamation. An 
Inquisitor general, and all the subordinate officers of 
that bloody tribunal were also appointed, whose busi- 
ness it was to search into the religious state of the 
‘people; and if they had found even Mr, Beecher himself 
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attempting te disseminate his principles, they would 
have immediately arrested him and brought him to the 
Inquisition, where he would have had to expiate his guilt 
by the sacrifice of his life. Can it be then, that Mr. 
Beecher is sincere in his assertion? or rather, does it 
not seem as if he was ready to overleap all bounds of 
decency, and would make use of any arguments, how- 
ever fallacious, to excite the sympathy of the people, 
and cause them to embark in his favourite plan, and 
vive their money for its support? 

Mr. B. goes on to state, “ The nation, all the pious 
and well disposed part of the nation, must wvite and 
engage systematically and vigorously in this work of 
se/f-preservation.”’ It seems Mr. Beecher is well aware 
that God will not provide Ministers that will assist in 
garrying on his “¢ extensive combinations ;’’ and there- 
ibre he says, “Ihe nation must be awakened to save 
itself by its own exertions, or we are undone!!! And 
do we not see the small wheels, as well as great, all in 
motion? Has not the cry for money, from all the Pres- 
dbyterian clergy become proverbial? And from all their 
pulpits, does not the “ trumpet sound Jong and loud ?”’ 
and have not the people been so far charmed with the 
clerical song, that they are drawn like a Radi to its 
centre, into the vortex of contribution? Do we not see 
those very engines, which Mr. B. has said must be put 
iM motion, in full operation before our eyes; all “ uni- 
ting their streams into one river?’’ and has not that 
river become dangerously great? We would not wish 
to restrain tht charities of any, when flowing in a pro- 
per channel; but we do think it a dangerous thing to 
place a great sum of money, at the disposal of any 
olass of men, when they are accountable only to God 
and their own consciences for a proper use of it. In 
reading the history of Antichrist we find what this has 
done, even to the Clergy themselves: and we still see 
in the old world, its bitter consequences. 

Mr. B. farther says; * It is no party in politics that 
ean save this nation from political death, by political 
wisdom merely; the disease is upon the vitals, and 
the remedy must be appropriate.” And also, “ Fhe 
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integrity of the Union demands special exertions te 
produce in the nation a more homogeneous character, 
and bind us together by firmer bonds. There is not a 
sufficient solidity of the whole nation to counteract the 
danger of local repulsion in times of public commotion. 
A remedy must be applied to this vital defect of our 
national organization.” And hesays, * Therecan be but 
ene Lhe prevalence of pious, mtelligent, enterprizing 
ministers through the nation, at the ratio of one for 1000 
{people,) would establish schools, and academies, and 
colleyes, and habits, and instituuions of homogeneous 
influence. ‘These would produce a sameness of views, 
and feelings, and interests, which would lay the foun- 
dation of our empire on a rock.”” We now appeal to 
all other denominations of christians in the United 
States if here is not a deadly blow aimed,. designed to 
exterminate and destroy you? And are yeu not, by 
your liberality, affording ample materials for the reli- 
gious and political chains which your enemies are 
preparing tor you? You doubtless claim the privilege 
of choosing your own religious teachers; but if Mr. 
B’s plan goes into operation, this privilege will be 
denied you. You must then accept uf such religious 
teachers and school instructors, as the Inquisitor ge- 
neral and his confederates shall dictate: ‘or remember, 
their religious and political principles must be all of 
one kind in order to produce fom geneous influence. 
We would further appeal to all the good people of 
these United States, and ask, if Mr. Beecher does not 
discover hostility to our Constitution, and actually pro- 
pose a remedy for, what he c:lls,.its defect? The Can- 
stitution restricts our government and prohibits their 
establishing any religion; neither can they prevent the 
free exercise thereof; and this is doubtless a mortifi- 
cation to his ambitious mind. For he must be very 
sensible, that reason and conviction are the only tools 
he can work with at present, because the supreme law 
of the land forbids him any other, to make proselytes; 
and therefore we can readily account for his greal zeal 
to have al! his ministers clossiclly taught, and tho- 
roughly skilled in religious. theory, so that they may 
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be able to confound their opponents, and overwhelm 
the: with superior oratory; and in this way effect a 
change in the minds of a majority of the nation. Then 
he will be able to carry into operation his “ extensive 
combination of institutions, religious, civil, and lite- 
rary, which never exist without the co-operation of ah 
educated ministry.”’ 

Mr. B. again says, that “ the right of suffrage in the 
hands of an ignorant and vicious population, will be 
like a sword in the hand of a maniac, to make desolate 
around him, and finally to destroy himself;’’ and then 
would wish to have the people believe, that his homo- 
geneous religion, and its classical teachers, will en- 
lighten them, so that they will be qualified to exercise 
this right properly. We agree with him as to an igno- 
rant population holding the right of suffrage ; but dis- 
agree, as te the mode of enlightening them: because 
his experiment has actually been tried in the eastern, 
world.* The people there have enjoyed the blessings 
of this ** extensive combination of institutions,’’ and 
* the co-operation of an educated ministry”’ besides s 
and we see what the effects have been. No, good Mr, 
Beecher, let this country never adopt your plan te 
“ save itself” from ruin; for the scheme you devise, 
has destroyed the civil and religious liberties of alk 
nations that have adopted it: and we must tell you, 
the gloomy cells of the horrid Inquisition, speak im 
peals of thunder in condemnation of your homogene- 
dus religion. No, we repeat, let the people remain 
firm supporters of our Constitution, one clause of which 
is, that no religious test shall be required of any man 
to hold an office under it; thereby putting a stop to 
bribery and hypocrisy. Let us hold dear the freedom 
of speech, and the liberty of the press. Let us build 
up literary institutions for the diffusion of general 


* Note dy the Editure —\ is far from being our design to take 
any part in political discussions. They are not suited to the 
nature of this work: and it will readily be perceived, that the 
interference of the New Engiand Ciergy in the affairs of state, 
and Lyman Beectier’s Address, have given rise to, and caused 
the ins+rtion of this communication. 


Vou. I. AJ 
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knowledge, and not contract them for the aggrandize- 
ment of one sect. Let the Bible have free circulation, 
and our youth be taught the great duties they owe their 
Creator, their fellow men, and their country; free their 
minds from narrow, contracted, bigotted views, and 
implant in their minds the true principles of moral 
justice ; and we venture to say, our country will net be 
ruined for want of your homogeneous religion. 

We wish not to be understood as treating the reli- 
gion of the Gosfel with contempt or neglect ; for we 
verily believe it to be the greatest blessing ever con- 
ferred on fallen men; and where it has its proper effect 
it makes them good citizens, faithful and honest, and 
above all, fiis and prepares their souls for the everlast- 
ang enjoyment of God in heaven. But ¢haz religion 
which needs these comdinations to keep it in existence, 
we esteem not the religion of Jesus Christ, and is cal- 
culated only to support the tyranny of despotic govern- 
ments. 

Neither would we be thought disrespectful to the 
office of a Preacher ef the gospel; for we consider it 
the most sacred and holy office ever committed to man, 
and one that is of the greatest benefit to mankind, when 
used, not to interfere with the civil concerns of the 
state, but in preaching repentance and faith, and all 
the pure and self-denying doctrines of the gospel of 
Jesus Christ. And tor this reason; when we see a map 
Who, by his conduct and conversation, carries convic- 
tion to our minds that he is called of God to preach 
his gospel, we hail him as a messenger of peace, and 
esteem him highly in love for his work’s sake. But, 
on the contrary, when we see'a man taking this holy 
ofiice on himself, and by his conduct convinces us 
that he is conceined in an “ extensive combination of 
institutions, religious, civil, and literary,’ to aggran- 
dize himself, and to enable him and his confederates 
to live in ease and affluence, on the hard earnings of 
other men; we turn from him with disgust, consider- 
ing him a wolf in sheep’s clothing; and say, it 1s not 
sirauge, that such men should arrogate to themselye$ 
the exclusive right of preaching the gospel. 











FHE REFORMER. 255 


€hrist has told his followers to “ beware of false 
prophets, who come in sheeps clothing, but inwardly 
are ravening wolves ;’’ and has added, “ by their fruits 
ye shall know them.”? An inspired apostle has also 
said, “ This know, that in the last days perilous times 
shall come: for men shall be lovers of their own selves, 
eovetous, boasters, proud; having a form of godliness, 
but denying the power thereof: from such turn away 5 
for they are men of corrupt minds, reprobate concern- 
ing the faith ; who subvert whole houses, leading cap- 
tive silly women,* teaching things which they ought 
not, for filthy Iucre’s sake. But they shall proceed no 
further; for their folly shall be manifest to all men. ’— 
Now, considering that our blessed Saviour and his 
apostles never gave any unnecessary caution, we have 
reason to expect there will be such characters in the 
jatter days; and whether Mr. Beecher is one, we leave 
the reader to decide.—As for ourselves, we have ne 
doubt but the old fashioned cry will be set up against 
us; away with such a fellow; these that have turned 
the world upside down, are come hither also; and if 
we let them alone, our religion will be destroyed. 
And should they, Demetrius like, call together all the 
craftsmen, raise an uproar and cry for the space of two 
hours, we shall not be disappointed. They may also, 
perhaps, tell the people as one told the youth, 

** All human laws do thou observe; 
And from old customs never swerve: 
Do not oppose what great men say, 
And you shall never go astray.” 

And now, people of the United States, considering 
that America is the only country on earth where the 
standard of freedom is erected, and the tree of civil 
and religious liberty has been suffered to grow, and 
having the fate of all former republics before our eyes, 


* Silly women; consequently the more easily beguiled into 
their schemes. Witness here the almost innumerable Female 
Fducation and Charitable Societies, devoted to the cause of the 
Priesthood, and for educating young men for the Ministry. 

+ The devil’s advice to youth. See New England Primer, 
Rialogue between “ Ghrist, Youth and the devil.” 
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should we see a combination of any class of men ap- 
proach with their axe in their hand, and their malig. 
nant eye fixed, with an evident design to cut down this 
tree of liberty, and we do not all in our power to oppose 
the aggressors, we shall doubly deserve to be chained 
to the Popish Car, and in the gloomy cells of the In- 
quisition gnaw our chains in sullen silence, with the 
tormenting reflection that we saw the approaching 
danger, but had not resolution and fortitude to with. 


‘stand the fue. LEONIDA6, 


Por The Reformer. 


THE CLERGY. , 

The writer is one among many, whom Mr. L. Bees 
cher’s affecting lamentations for the desolations of his 
church (told in your tenth number) cannot affect. As 
I do not believe his arguments, I have no sympathies 
with his doleful concern; and think it not uncharitable 
to say of him and his fellows, that they are mostly ins 
fected with the sin of Diotrephes. 

It is both effrontery and silliness, in them, thus te 
designate al/ who have not brought a vellum scrawl 
from College, mere “ nominal ministers of the gos- 
pel, and utterly unacquainted with theology ;” and for 
want of learning “ unable to exert that moral influ- 
ence which it belongs to the ministry to exert.’”’ This 
affected disparagement comes with a peculiar ill grace, 
from men attempting to deg their way to pre-eminence 
and renown, by the sorry alms of penny mites in all 
the churches. These inconsistent beggars too, desire 
us to exalt them into /ords over us, forsooth, that they 
may become * patrons of academies and colleges, lest 
eivilization should decline and immoralities multiply!” 
The time was when the clergy knew all, and the feo- 
fle nothing: but, thank God, the daymen have now 
some skill in these matters, and will judge for them- 
selves. 

And what does their boasted learning effect, either 
for their personal holiness, or cenversiens in the chureli? 
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Is it not manifest to us, who have eyes and ears ta 
see and hear for ourselves, that less lettered men, “ full 
of the Holy Ghost and wisdom,’ have been ordinarily 
infinitely greater blessings to the people than they ’— 
Far be it from us to disparage learning ; but we declare 
it is not wanted to make any man useful to his own coun- 
trymen: he cannot want Greek and Latin for his 
people; and all his necessary inquiries in these lan- 
guages or in Hebrew, are already prepared to his 
hands, by others, of his Faith God’s work is well 
done; and therefore it has always happened, and will 
so continue to be, that in every Society, who are not 
so tenacious of an exclusive learned clergy, there will 
a sufficiency of learned men be enrolled to keep the way 
and the channel of life open. Thus among the Qua- 
kers, they have had Barclay, Penn, Sewell, Gough and 
others; and among the Methodists, Wesley, Fletcher, 
Clarke, Coke, Creighton, Bensen, &c 

It does not follow that a man must be necessarily 
ignorant, because he is a stranger to dead languages. 
They possess no treasures of knowledge worth knowing’, 
which any good English reader may not have access 
to for his improvement. When Henry, Macknight, 
Scott and Clarke, have exhausted any subject in their 
eom nents, we are therein, but little less informed tham 
themselves. Religion, if taught as a duty, is very sim« 
ple—love to God and man is its essence; but whem 
made an abstract science, nothing perhaps may be 
made more complex and abstruse. 

The present writer, as heartily as he thus subscribes 
to the divine efficacy of the preaching of ordinary men, 
is not without a belief, that the hreternatural call to the 
ministry in the present day, is, in many instances, a 
pretension not founded in Scripture or fact The time 
has also come to strip the present church of its pleas 
for succession, ordination, laying on of hands, &c. (the 
marks of pre-eminence,) and to deem every man en 
equally adequate preacaer of righteousness, who being 
ef * honest report, and filled with the Holy Ghost and 
wisdom,” feels it to be his duty to endeavour to win 
souls to God. It is not even pretended, in this dag, 
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that any gift or qualification is imparted by such admi- 
nistrations; while in too many instances, pride and ars 
rogance are the consequence, and men are rendered 
less capable ef being useful in the vineyard of the. 
Lord, 


A BEREAN LAYMAN. 


For The Reformer. 


Messrs. Editors.—-As your work is directed against 
many things highly esteemed amongst men, you must 
expect to meet with opposiiion. Indeed. the voice of 
denunciation, it appears, has already gone forth against 
it; and if you proceed to expose the corrupt ways and 
practices now in christendom, the same voice will con- 
tinue to manifest itself: for this has ever been the case. 
It i. very certain that your testimony will be rejected 
and descried by the chief priests and pharisces of the 
present day, and that they will do all in their power to 
prevent its circulation. It too much thwarts their inte- 
yest and fashionable schemes of religion for it to be 
otherwise. But the sincere and upright in heart will 
feel thankful towards you for pointing out the evils that 
are now in the world, and representing things in their 
true colours. And if those who are brought to see the 
degeneracy at this time among professing christians, 
will attend to the witness of God in their own hearts; 
and take up their cross, there is no doubt but they will 
@)me to the knowledge and to the acknowledgement of 
the truth. On the contrary, if they turn to an arm of 
flesh. or look to some divine or doctor of divinity, and 
seek the friendship and esteem of this world, the light 
that is in them will become darkness, and the everlast- 
ing ruin of their immortal souls will be the consequence.. 

SINCERUS. 


~~ + eee 


Observations of Gov. Livingston of New Jersey. 


* As tomy own part I doubt not that the Gospe) may 
be preached without that immense apparatus of human 
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erudition: an expensive education, and libraries of theo- 
logical books ; ab oppuratus that hath but too often pro- 
ved ihe means of infla ing with literary price. and ter- 
minated in ‘ that wisdom by which the world knew not 
God.’ while it arrogantly despises as *fooliness of 
preaching,’ *that by which it pleased God to save them 
that believe.” Indeed I know it may, because | know 
it hus been and sill is. The Apostles had not any kind 
of preparation, excepting Paul; they were all illi.erate 
fishermen and mechanics: anc George Fox alone, has, 
without human learning, done more towards the restos 
ration of real. unaduiterated christianity and the ex'irpa- 
tion of priestcraft, superstition, and ridiculous, un vailing 
rites and ceremonies, than any o:her retormer in protes- 
tant christendom has with it. 

* But the apostles and primitive evangelists were, you 
say, in preaching the gospel, illu;sinated and directed 
by the Holy Spirit, and therefore wanted not the assis 
tence of systematical codes, and folio volumes of caba ~ 
lis\ic.l criticisms. They were somand who dare, ia 
modern times, or any time, preach that same gospel, 
without the like illumination and Girections? If. with- 
outit, he preiends to preach any Gospel, | am sure it 
would be a gospel of bis own making, or that +f hs 
scholastic preceptors.”” 

| American Muse um, vol. 8. fi. 256, 


ee ed ere 


LONDON SOCTETY FOR CONVERTING THE JEWS. 

[In the first number of this work, an account was 
given of a Society in London for converting the 
Jews, and the erection of a splendid chapel at Beth- 
nal Green, called the “ Jew’s Chapel.’”? Our anticipa- 
tions with regard to the success of this society, were 
but too well founded; and lately considerable discus- 
sion has taken place in England, respecting the good 
effected, or likely to be effected, by its exertions. The 
following statement is part of an abstract made from 
the British Critic: ] 

‘The London Society has expended in ten years 
about 95,000/. [421,180 dollars] and its receipts di- 
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ving the last year amounted to 10,0917. [44,804 dol- 
lars | If we inquire what these ample funds have ena- 
bied the society to perform towards the promotion of 
its object. we shall be informed by its various reports, 
that it has opened a meeting house for the benetit of 
those Jews who might be converted, or appeared well 
disposed for conversicn; that it has built an Episcopal 
Chapel on Bethnal Green, for the accommodation of 
those converts who might prefer the miinistrations of 
the Church of England; that it has established twe 
schools, and has printed an edition of the New Testa- 
mentin Hebrew. We learn, however, from the same 
sources of information, that the meeting house is shut 
up, and to be disposed of, as the conversions produced 
by the society are henceforth to be conducted on the 
principles of the Church of England. ‘The Ep:scopal 
Chapel, on Bethnal Green, continues open, and is, we 
are informed, well attended; not, however, by Jews, or 
by the converts of the society, who might probably be 
accommodated within a single pew in any church, but 
by those christians who usually resort to the chapels. 
The schools do not appear to be confined to the chil- 
dren of Jewish parents; and as for the Hebrew ‘J esta- 
ment, it would probably have remained as lumber 11 
ware-room of the society s printer, had not the Bible 
Society taken the greater part of the impression af 
fess than the cost rive ; and the Rev. L. Way, and his 
associates, undertaken to distribute a portion of what 
svas leit, in their foreign tour. 
‘The society does not boast much of its success 1n 
making converts. Some nominal converts have, how- 
ever, been made; butthe Rev. Author of ‘a Letter ad- 
dressed to the Bishop of St. David’s,’ has, we under- 
stand, found to his cost, that a converted Jew gains no 
very clear ideas of christian honesty by the process; 
having not only detected these hopeful children in le- 
vying contributions upon his silver spoons, and such 
hight arucles; but having been robbed of the commu- 
nion plate and surplicesof his church, by the convert 
who had been appointea to the office of Clerk; and 
having reason to suspect the same person of a forgery 
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upes his banker to the amount of some hundred 
pounds. 

‘It is said that the letter of Mr. Way, one of the 
most zealous friends of the society, contains admissions 
of its errors and failures; and he draws the same infe- 
rences of its being an object of peculiar Divine favour 
from its adversity, which are deduced in regard to the 
Bible Society from its prosperity. This adversity ap- 
pears to have been owing to strange mismanagement, 
With respect to the instruments they have employed, 
it is astonishing how unfortunate or careless they have 
been in the selection. And if we proceed to investi- 
gate the conduct of the presumed or pretended con- 
verts, the picture will be too disgusting to look upon, 
Ifthe hitherto uncontradicted narrative of Mr. Goak- 
man be not exaggerated, grievous indeed has been the 
misapplication of public liberality, and gross the de- 
eeption of those by whom it has been administered. 
Even the statements of zealous friends to the society, 
give little rational ground to hope that they are doing 
any good. We very much fear that few real chris- 
tians have been or will be made. Mr. Abrahams, we 
suspect, has stated the truth when, adverting to the 
thousands which have been expended, he says— 
*What have they bought for their money but decep- 
tion? Even those outcasts, which the temptation of 
money has beguiled to enlist under the banners of that 
society, would be exceeding happy to return to their 
ewn congregation, if they thought they would be ac- 
eepted.”’ 


From the Durham Chronicle, ( England.) 


* METHODISTS. A schism of considerable ex: 
tent appears to have taken place among the Metha- 
dists in the northern counties, as well as in the south, 
ewing principally to the folly of some ef their preach- 
ers, in interfering with the political opinions of the 
people This began about the latter end of last year, 
when the'r committee of »rivilezes in London, in cone 
cert with his majesty’s government, issued cireywlagg 
42 
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to the different preachers in the connexion, in all paiis 
ef the country, to discountenance amongst their peo- 
ple all those who might be attached to political reform. 
—Immediately the Methodist pulpits every where 
‘resounded with murderous doctrines of passive obe- 
dience and non-resistance, those doctrines which in 
England brought one tyrant to the block, and obliged 
another to abdicate the throne. In consequence of 
which, added to the tyranny of the preachers and their 
exorbitant exaction from the people, few of whom are 
epulent, great numbers have separated from the body 
and formed a new community, under the denomination 
of “ Independent Methodists ;” maintaining the same 
discipline, but differing in church government; as 
their preachers, like the primitive teachers of chris- 
fianity, claim no pecuniary reward for their labours, 
In Shields, Newcastle, and their vicinities, they are 
rapidly increasing and have already fourteen chapels 
and places of public worship, which are supplied bp 
21 preachers.” 





BRUSSELS, (Germany,) Aug. 8. 

4¢ Phere has lately been announced here, the publi- 
cation of a new journal, which is entitled Concordia, 
and the object of which will be to secure the influence 
of religion in politics. It is by religion that it will en- 
deavour to strengthen the system of the legitimacy of 
thrones and of power; and it will bring forward the 
‘christian religion as the true basis of the existing or+ 
der of things, and the cause of its support. M. Schle- 
gel, who is employed in the Chancellary under Prince 
Metternich, and who was formerly Austrian counsellor 
of legation to the diet of Fra: kfort, is to be the prin- 
@ipal editor. He will have or colleaeues M. Frede- 
‘ick de Gentz, Austrian Aulic Counsellor; N Adam 
Muller, hitherto Austrian Consul General at Leipsic, 
and M. Werner the famous ecclesiastic, now a priest. 
All these gentlemen are apostates from the Protestant 


wel gion, and from their names we ean easily maging 
“the spirit ef their paper.” 


~ 
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FPrtracted from Buck’s Expositor. 


¢ July 5, A. D. 1100, Jerusalem taken by the Crusa~- 
ders after a siege of five weeks. Impelled by a mix- 
ture of military and religious rage, they put the nume- 
rous garrison and inhabitants to the sword without dis- 
tinction. Neither arms defended the valiant nor sub- 
mission the timorous; no age nor sex was spared; in- 
fants on the breast were pierced by the same blow with 
their mothers who implore: for mercy; even a :nulti- 
tude, to the number of 10,000 persons, who had sur- 
rendered themselves prisoners, and were promised 
quarter, were butchered in cold blood, by those fero- 
gious ruffians, who yet had the impious effrontery te 
stile themselves Christians. What an affecting in- 
stance of the bigotry, superstition, and cruelty of the 
dark ages.” 

— 

“ A re-union of the Session Church of Scotland took 
place on the 8thof August last, in the presence of an 
immense concourse of people, at Brist’s Meeting 
House, Edinburgh; the spotin which, 73 years before, 
the separation took place.”’ 


COMMUNICATED. 


Whenever I hear a person wrest the Scriptures to: 
prove the truth of what he believes, and nut false con- 
structions on certain passages to justify his doctrines, 
I an convinced he is a dishonest person; though what 
he believes, and wishes to prove, may be strictly true. 
It is evident that he has acorrupt and prejudiced mind, 
and he may be no better than one who adheres to error. 
The truth does not stand in need of lies to support it. 

There are many who hold to the truth, not because 
they clearly see that it is such; but from the same 
principle th.t others hold to error, viz. because they 
have been brought up in the belief of it. Great, pious, 
and learned men have asserted it to be the truth, and 
it is the doctrine of their church. [fs there any virtue 
tn holding to truth on such principles? Containty cai 
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CONCISE REMARKS. 


A little leaven, or a few not what they ought to be, 
getting into a church or society, soon /eaven the whole 
lump or body ; and no christian denomination when once 
corrupted, has ever yet experienced a radical reform. 
If it be attempted by any, even of their own members, 
they consider them as disturbing the peace and har- 
mony oi the church, and they set their faces against 
them for evil. Such was the conduct of the Jews to- 
wards the prophets—when their own brethren 1n reli- 
gious fellowship bore testimony against their degene- 
racy, and attempted to reform them, they suffered 
death at their hands. 





The terrors of hell and the kappiness of heaven, may excite 
hich hopes and great fears, and restrain a person from many 
things he would otherwise practise, and also cause him to do 
Wany things; yet these hopes and fears never effect any tho- 
rough change in the heart: there still remains the same love of 
sin as before, and the same aversion to a holy waik and « onver- 
sation. It isa kind of constrained service, contrary to the ap- 
petite and taste, and performed merely to escape evil or obtain 
a reward; as when a lover of drink abstains from liquor while 
in a dangerous imflammatory fever, or a lazy indolent man sets 
diligently to work to obtain some great benefit for himself. 





*,* “Facts in the line of Experience,” and “ Christophilus ,” 
shail be inserted in our next number. 





NOTICE, 


(cP For the convenience of subscribers and others, the Rdi- 
tors have transferred the agency for The Reformer, to JOSEPH 
RAKESTRAW, No. 256, North Third street: to whose care 
eorrespondents hereafter will please to address their communi- 
eations ; and those wishing to become subscribers, can signify 
it by mail or private conveyance—and also make remittances 
and receive their numbers, or have them forwarded agreeably 
to their directions. 
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